
ARCHITECTS IN SCHOOLS

Elements of Design

Follow this worksheet as you watch the Elements of Design lesson video. Pay attention to the 
design details around you and look for things you have never noticed before! Write or draw 
your responses on his worksheet or on another piece of paper.

1st Element of Design: LINE
Look around the building or space you are in. Where do you see lines? Write down or 
draw what you see. (Examples to look for: where two walls meet, the edge of a door, 
the edge of a window)

2nd Element of Design: SHAPE
Continue to look around the building or space you are in. What shapes do you see? 
Write down or draw what you see. (Examples to look for: shape of a window, shape of 
a brick, shape of a roof)

3rd Element of Design: SIZE
How big or small is the building you are in? If you are outside, how big or small are the 
buildings near you and how do they compare in size to each other? Think about how 
you feel in big buildings versus small buildings. Write down or draw what you see and 
feel.
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6th Element of Design: VALUE
Find something colorful in your space. What is the value of the colors you see? Light val-
ues are closer to white, and dark values are closer to black. Write down or draw what 
you see.

7th Element of Design: TEXTURE
Look around the space you are in. Look at the walls, the floor, the ceiling and any other 
surfaces. How many different textures can you find? Write down or draw what you see.

5th Element of Design: COLOR
Continue to look around. Do you see a lot or a little bit of color? If you could paint the 
walls, what color or colors would you choose? Do you prefer to be in bright colored 
spaces or neutral colored spaces? Write down or draw what you see and how you 
would change the colors within your space.

4th Element of Design: SPACE
Look in front of you, to your sides, behind you and look up. Do you have a lot or a little bit 
of space around you? Do you prefer wide open or smaller spaces? Write down or draw 
what you see and how it makes you feel.
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Identify all the different elements of design that you can find in the images below. Circle the 
elements, highlight them or list them out as you find them.


